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When Knaves and Fools blow up themſelves and break, 
The Loſers will have Liberty to ſpeak. | 
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HE N publick Miſtakes are com- 
mitted, and eſpecially ſuch as 
are fatal in their Conſequences 
to the Good of our Country, 
tis of Great Uſe to know where 
- | the Cauſes lye, and who are the 
Anthors of them; as well to do Juſtice upon 
thoſe who are guilty, as to preſerve the Cha- 
raters of thoſe who perhaps may be accuſed _ 
wrongfully ; But above all, that proper Mea- 
ſures may be taken for remedying the Miſchiefs 
which attend thoſe Miſtakes. „ 
It cannot be imagin'd, that all theſe wrong 
Steps can have been taken in Britain, by which 
the Nation is brought into the Condition which 


VVve are in at preſent, and by which ſuch Confu- 
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appeal. 
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ſions reign among us; by which ſo many cun- 
ning deſigning Men are ſuddenly enrich'd, and 
ſo many innocent (Old Nomen) Men ſudenly | 
impoveriſhed : I ſay, it cannot be imagin'd all 
_ theſe Things have been brought to paſs by a meer 
fortuitous Conjunction of Atoms, as Epicurus | 
ſuggeſts the World happened to be made; that 
all has happen'd without the Agency of Rogues, 
and the Craft of Knaves. No, no, there has 
been the Hand of Joab in all this, there are 
Cauſes to be aſſign d, and Agents to be trac'd | 
out, by whom all the Circles of theſe Contri- 
vances have been drawn, and who preſide as 
rhe common Center of the whole Motion: There 
are Perſons and Things to be enquired after; 
Reaſon s aſſign'd for every Incident that has hap- 
pen'd, and perhaps, in the end, Remedies alſo, 
and this, to ſum up the whole Deſign in a few ' 
Words, is the Scheme of the preſent Undertak | 
2 1 in purſuing Truth too cloſe at the Heels, 
the Author runs ſome Hazard of a Kick in the 
Face, he takes that to himſelf; the Scar will be 
honourable, being gain'd in the Service of his 
Country; and as the Attempt is both Righteous 
and neceſſary, Audaces Fortuna juvat, he leaves 
the reſt to Fate, and to the Honour of the publick 
Juſtice, to which he will be always ready to 
The Nation has been bubbled, and muſt be 
diſabus'd ; the good People have been impoſed 2! 
upon, and Things have been ſet in falſe Lights, 
The Ines fatui of Exchange Alley have danc'd be- 
fore them, and led them in the Dark, into 
Mire and Dirt, and they have been plung d 


in every Ditch: = have been let into the 
Secret, that is to ſay, catch'd in the Snare, 
drawn into a Hoſe-Net, by running innocently 
after one another like a flock of Sheep, and now 


they are left to get out as well as they can. 


 Tantum exempla valent, adeo eſt imitabilis Error. 

When I ſay,. the Nation has been bubbled, 
I am not ſpeaking of the Nation as a State, as 
a Politick Body ; or the Nation as a Conſtitution 
as a Government. No, no. I proteſt againſt M if- 
conſtructions, and claim to be underſtood asI 
underſtand my ſelf, that is, by my own Explan- 
ations, which is a Juſtice I will not be deny'd 
By the Nation, I mean a great number of People 
in the Nation, and, if I ſhonld ſay the greateſt 
Part of the People, and the moſt conſiderable 


Part, as to Wealth and Buſineſs, I believe I ſhould 
not offend . Theſe are they who, I ſay, have 


been, bubbled, they have been Proje&-ridden 
and in a word, have been cheated, and that of 


immenſe Sums of Money, | 
Whether the Fraud has lain in the prepoſte. 


rous Riſing, or the precipitant Falling of the Ad- 
ventures Which they have embark'd 1n ; or-in the 
manner of their Embarking ; whether by being 


their own DIRECTORS, or by havisg been 
abus'd by other DIRECTORS, and at laſt by 
v ho; theſe it will be very much to the Pur- 


poſe for us to be informed of, and the Infor- 
mation will be much within the Sphere of 


this Paper, which for that very Reaſon, I 
call the DIRECTOR. 1 5 


It may be ſuggeſted that I firike too high, 
and ſhall find ſome People in my Way that I 
dare not meddle with; that I undertake a 9 
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fions reign among us; by which ſo many cun- 
ning deſigning Men are ſuddenly enrich'd, and 
| lo many innocent (Old Women) Men ſudenly 
| impoveriſhed : I ſay, it cannot be imagin'd all 
_ theſe Things have been brought to paſs by a meer 
' _  Ffortuitous Conjunction of Atoms, as Epicurus 
ſuggeſts the World happened to be made; that 
all has happen'd without the Agency of Rogues, 
and the Craft of Knaves. No, no, there has 
been the Hand of Joab in all this, there are 
Cauſes to be aſlign'd, and Agents to be trac'd 
out, by whom all the Circles of theſe Contri- 
vances have been drawn, and who preſide as 
rhe common Center of the whole Motion: There 
are Perſons and Things to be enquired after; 
Reaſon s aſſign'd for every Incident that has hap- 
pen'd, and perhaps, in the end, Remedies alſo, 
and this, to ſum up the whole Deſign in a few 
Words, is the Scheme of the preſent Undertak | 
2 17 in purſuing Truth too cloſe at the Heels, 
the Author runs ſome Hazard of a Kick in the 
Face, he takes that to himſelf; the Scar will be 
honourable, being gain'd in the Service of his 
Country; and as the Attempt is both Righteous 
and neceſſary, Audaces Fortuna juvat, he leaves 
the reſt to Fate, and to the Honour ot the publick * 
Juſtice, to which he will be always ready to 
appeal. V | 
The Nation has been bubbled, and muſt be 
diſabus'd; the good People have been impoled 4. 
1 upon, and Things have been ſet in falſe Lights. 
1 The Ines fatui of Exchange Alley have danc'd be- 
fore them, and led them in the Dark, into 
| Mire and Dirt, and they have been plung'd 
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in every Ditch : They have been let into the 
Secret, that is to ſay, catch'd in the Snare, 
drawn into a Hoſe-Net, by running innocently 
after one another like a flock of Sheep, and now 
they are left to get out as well as they can. 
 Tantum exempla valent, adeo eſt imitabilis Error. 

When 1 ſay, the Nation has been bubbled, 


'I am not ſpeaking of the Nation as a State, as 
à Politick Body; or the Nation as à Conſtitution 
as a Government. No, no. I proteſt againſt M iſ- 


conſtructions, and claim to be underſtood asT 
underſtand my ſelf, that is, by my own Explan- 
ations, which is a Juſtice I will not be deny'd 
By the Nation, I mean a great number of People 
in the Nation, and, if I ſhonld ſay the greateſt 


3 Part of the People, and the moſt conſiderable 
Part, as to Wealth and Buſineſs, I believe I ſhould 


not offend . Theſe are they who, I ſay, have 
been, bubbled, they have been Proje&-ridden 
and in a word, have been cheated, and that of 
immenſe Sums of Money. 9 12 510 
Whether the Fraud has lain in the prepoſte- 


rous Riſing, or the precipitant Falling of the Ad- 
ventures Which they have embark'd in; or in the 


manner of their Embarking; whether by being 


their own DIRECTORS, or by havisg been 


abus'd by other DIRECTORS, and at laſt by 
who; theſe it will be very much to the Pur- 
pole for us to be informed of, and the. Infor- 
mation will be much within the Sphere of 
this Paper, which for that very Reaſon, I 
call the DIRECTOR, ĩð nr 
It may be ſuggeſted that J ſtrike too high, 
and ſhall find ſome People in my Way that I 
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I am not equal to; and that I ſhall turn my 
Back before the Battle: This Suggeſt ion is 
ſcandalous for its /gnorance, as much as for its 
Aflurance: For Fit, it inſinuates, that there 
are greater People in the Cheat than I expect 
to find there; by which it is eyident: that they 
who talk thus, know nothing of the matter; no, 
not ſo much as which Way to look, either 
for the Diſtemper or for the Remedy: As co 
their ſuggeſting that the DIRECTOR wants 
Courage to attack the Evil wherever he finds 
it, by which it appears alſo, that they know as little 
of the DIRECT OR, as they do of the Subject he is 
going upon, let them ſtay a little and their Eyes 
may be open'd. 8 
Beſides, as to the Great People, tho' the 
DIRECTOR reſolves, in ſpeaking Truth, not 
to baulk even the Perſons of ſuch: where the 
Service of his Cauſe may ſummons him to be 
very plain; yet, as in all Satyr, the beſt Deſ- 
cription ot the Perſons, is by the Crime; ſo, 
in diſcovering the Grievances of his Country, 
when every Man enquires, Maſter, is it 1? he 
doubts not but it will be the Caſe of all thoſe 
he aims at, that, Judas like their Guilt will betray 
them, | X 
In the mean time the DIRECTOR lets the 
Reader know, by this Way of Introduction, 
that the Knavery to which we owe moſt of our 
Grievances, happens at this Time to lye more 
without Doors than within; that the Men we 
may have Occaſion to expoſe, are greater in 
Craft than Character, and far from being too 
big for our Satyr, Or Out of the Reach of jult 
Re +4 Remarks 
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Remarks; ſo that the DIRECTOR thinks him- 
ſelf in no great Danger on that Account. 

In the mean time, Immortal Avarice whither 
haſt thou hurry'd Mankind ? And to what dread- 
ful Exceſs has this Faim Argent puſh'd us on. 
How many Upſtarts, by their Succeſs in Fraud, 
have acquir'd vaſt Eſtates? How many Beggars 
in Coaches ? How many worthleſs Creatures 
are now exalted above their Neighbours? And 

how are they exalted in Pride and unſufferable 

Inſolence at the ſame time, as well as in Kna- 
vey - | = 
Aſperius nibil eſt humili, cum ſurgit in altum. 
There's none is more perverſe and proud than he 
Who is to Wealth advanc'd from Beggary. 
Some of theſe I may venture to ſay, are the 


Men that have brought great Part of theſe Evils 


to paſs, and are now made Great at the Ex- 
pence of their Country, and at the Expence of 
their Neighbours. I can liken theſe Men to no- 
thing ſo well as to the Gunſmith of Avignon, who 
was broken alive upon the Wheel at Marſeilles, 
not many Weeks ago, for having, at the Head 
of a Gang of barbarous Creatures like himſelf, 
rang' d thro* the Streets of that wealthy, but 
_ diſtreſs'd City, and murder'd the poor abandon'd 
People, that were Infected with the Plague, and 
who were on that Occaſion forſaken of their Friends; 
and this they did meerly for the ſake of plunder- 
ing their Houſes, and getting the Jewels, Money, 
and Plate, they found there; which Gunſmith, at 
his Execution, confeſs'd he had murder'd 2 
Thouſand with his own Hands. 
But theſe Men, who the DIRECTOR ſpeaks 
of have murder'd many Thouſands; indeed they 
3 | 1aVe 
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Have murder'd Thouſands of Families, in the 


Senſe I am ſpeaking of; they have made the 


whole City a Place of Rapine and Violence 
( Stock-jobbing ) and all the Miſchiefs we now 
labour under, are owing to that wicked Trade 
of Buying and Selling Bears and Bulls, letting 


one another into the Secret, and the like, of all 
which in its Order, 1 


VVODm !! „Fal luna, 


Tiempla, Sacerdotes, Altaria, Sacra, corona, 
Luis, Thura, Preces, calum eſt venale, Deuſque. 


* 


THE 


8 


— 


NUM. u, 


— 


PON my firſt launching out into the 
vaſt Ocean ot fluid Matter, which 1s to 
be the Subject of this Paper, I have been in 
great Concern about many Things: As, Firſt, 


how it ſhall be poſlible to bring the prodigious 

Subject into ſo ſmall a Compaſs as that of half 
2 Sheet? For, how ſhall this Nu#-fe/l contain 

a acompleat Hiſtory of univerſal Knavery, with 


All 


e „ 
all the Addenda of neceſlary Obſervations and Re- 
fle ct ions? 


But beſides this, I have been much at my 


Penitential about my Title, from the juſt Re- 


ſlection upon that audacious Boldnets with 
Z which I ſet out; taking upon me, the glorious 
Title or Name ofa DIRECTOR, Bleſed 
Ignorance! ſaid I to a Friend who ſati by me, 
What a Happineſs it is to me now, that half the 
World knows not what the Office of a D I- 
Z3 RECTOR means, what the Word imports, 
or what Capacities and extraordinary Qualifica- 
tions ought to meet together in the Perſon of 
a complete DIRECTOR © | 
 ADIRECTOR is an extraordinary Man, 
Vil aſſure you, or at leaſt ought to be ſo; he is 
variouſly ſituated, according to the nature of 
what he is employ'd in; but let it be in what 
Particular it will, he is always at the Head of 
Affairs: For Example, In the Church, he is a 
_ Diſtinguiſh'd, if not a Dignity'd, Clergyman; 
* ſuppoſe a Biſhop or ſomething elſe, and therefore the 
Clergy are called Directors of Mens Conſciences; 
Heavens guard us againſt K---s in that Direftor- 
ſhip. In the State, he is perhaps a P- Counſellour, 
a Repreſentative, or ſome other great Perſon ; ſome 
of theſc have long Staves, ſome long Robes, and 
| ſome long Heads, &c. theſe are Directors of our 
| Politicks, Heavens make them as Wiſe and as Ho- 
reſt as he pleaſes! In Learning they are Tutors ; 
in Phy/ick, they are Doctors; in Mechanicks, Ma- 
3 fters; in War, Generals; and in Miſchief, Ring- 


2 4 Leaders. . 


Hou this bleſſed Title of DIRECT 0 R 
came to be made of in Trade, I 5 — 
1 e "-B now 


/ 
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* khow ; and as to its being a Title to a Libel or 
Weekly-Paper, that 1 mult account for as I go 

on. ON : 

Now, let no Man take upon him to tell me 
which of theſe forts of DIRECTORSI 
am going to talk of, till I let him into that Secret 
my {cIf; only Negatively, I advance this, by way 

of Caution, I profeſs to have nothing to do 
here either with the Church Directors, or the State 

Directors; if they or any of them are any Hone- 

{ter than they ſhould be, I may take a Time to 

acknowledge that Miracle in Nature, - when I 

ſee it; and if they are leſs Honeſt than they 

ſhould be, when I am entitled to be their D I- 

RECTOR, I ſhall tell it them in virtue of 

my Office; in the mean Time, Le muſt keep car 

Diſtance. 5 5 

I have had for a long Time a Notion in my 

Head, that the Title of DIRECTOR, as 

uſed by the moderns,and introduced into Trade 

was an Inſult, not upon the Office of a Director 
only, but upon the the very Word Director, in- 
verting the very Meaning of it in ſeveral Caſes, 
and miſtaking it in others; for how elſe came 
this important Denomination to be aſſum'd by 

Bulblers, and by Committees of Civil Juglers and 

Mimicks? Had the Word been borrow'd, with 

due Limitations, and the greater Societies of 

Men only, 1 mean thoſe authorix d by Authority, 

had been allowed to ule it excluſively, the Grie- 

vance had been much the leſs; but when every 
common Gang of Conjurers, all the Ambo-Dex- 
ter Men of Bartholomew Fair, when the Maſters 
of every Droll, and the Comedians of every 

Pick-pocket Project, entitle themſelves to the *' 

\ „„ honourable 
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honourable Stile of DIRECTORS, I 
thought it was an Invaſion of Civil Right, and 


that they ought to be uſed like Men that aſſume 
Coats of Armes without Pedigree, they ſhould 

be Ca ncell'd and Torn: with Sound of Trumpet 

by the Hands of the Herauld's Hangmen.. 


Theſe, I ſay, were ſome of my Original 


Thoughts about this Matter; but an odd Acci- | 


dent has juſt now cauſed me to alter my Notions 

1aving ſomething to ſay on the other Side of the 
ueſt ion from Antiquity. 2 | 
As I was rummaging the other Day among 


ſome old Greek Manuſcripts, to ſee if I could 
find any thing fit for public View at a Time 


like this; when the Preſs ſeems to want Em- 
ployment and the Town, as it were, js read out 


of Reading: I met with a merry Tale of a 
certain Farce acted among the Antients, the 


Relation of which I thought might at this Time 
be very proper for a DIRECTOR ; and if it is 


not Inſtructing, may be Diverting upon ſeveral 
Occaſions. The Story is thus: | | 


There was, ſays my old muſty Author, near 5 


the City of Athens; a promiſcuous Company of 


Men, who form'd themſelves in a Society, per- 
haps by Subſcriptions, or ſome other Way, for 


the carrying on certain Projects, pretended to 
be for the Service of the State, but particularly 


for their own, according to the profeſs'd avow- 
ed Doctrine of Project ing in all Ages, : 


This Society confiſted of long- headed Men 


and head- long Men, but moſt it ſeems of the 
latter. It was ſupply'd with Numbers out of 
all Profeſſions of which Athens at that Time 


abounded]; namely ä Fiddler s 


2 Poets 
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Poets, Philoſophers, ſome Pricſts, {ome Citi- 


zens, and fome Politicians. 

They met together uſually, and conſequently 
were denominated from it, at a certain Place in 
the Suburbs of Athens, where formerly ſome 
Spartan Engineers had been permitted to erect 


ſome Machines, which they call'd, Hydragogos or 


Aqueducts, being Engines for raiſing Water 
out of the adjoyning River for the Uſe of 


Citizens; whereupon theſe People were aftcr- 


wards call'd Hydragogo!, which may ſignify (being 
rendred in our way of ſpeaking ) the Water-work 
Company, no Offence I hope to our Maſters 
v ._ Ops 

The Project this Society of Men went upon, 
was really, as I underſtand it, for railing of 
Money, not railing of Water; and one Parc 
of my Story mentions ſome ot the extravagant 
Ways they took to do it, which, however, be- 
cauſe they were ſomething ſcandalous, I omit 


for the preſent, in Honour to their Memory. 


It is true, they had receiv'd ſome Encour— 


agement at firſt from rhe Senat of Athens, 


and had ſome Privileges allow'd them tho 
they quickly went beyond their Bounds, and 


aſſumꝭd to themſelves ſeveral Powers, which the 


ſaid Governours of Athens never intended to 


grant, and for which they were afterwards 


proſecuted by the Law of their Country. 

Some time after this, and when their Num- 
bers and Proſpe& of Succeſs were very much 
encreaſ'd; it happen'd that the whole Body of 


the ſaid Hydragogoi aſſembled together, to chooſe, 


out proper Perſons to preſide in the Management 
of their Affairs; but not happening to agree 
F 2 . 
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perfectly upon the Perſons they were to chooſe, 
it was propoſed that they ſhould go all away 


to the Oracle at Delphos, and leave the Electi- 
on to the Determination of the Prieſt of Apollo, 
' Being come thither, and the Grave Old 

Eccleſiaſtick having retir'd, to conſult the Ora- 
cle, he came back and told them, that the Ora- 
cle commanded them to ſingle out from their 


Body all the Atimaonoi and all the Aemphronoi and 
place them in ſeparate Bodies by themſelves: I 


examined theſe hard Words, and according to 
our modern Speech, it may be underſtood to 
mean all the Knaves, and all the Fools. While 
this was doing, the old Gentleman retir'd again, 
to know the farther Pleaſure of the Oracle, and 


being return'd he told them, that the Oracle 
dictated, that all the Fools ſhould be Adventur. 
ers, and as for the K----s, they might be DI- 
RECT ORS; the reſt were diſmiſs'd. | 
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AVING given ſome neceſſary Hints of 
the important Buſineſs of this Paper, 


and attempted ſomething, by Way of Eflay, 
upon the Title, Character, and extraordinary 


Quali- 
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Qualifications of a DIKECTOR, *tis time J 
ſhould deſcend a little to Particulars, and enter 
directly upon the Buſineſs of my Office. 

But here I have great Difficulties to encoun- 
ter, even at the Beginning of my Work, and am 
in Danger of ſtumbling at the very Threſhold; 
tor the Crowd of weighty and momentous Ar- 
ticles which preſent themſelves as Subjects of 
the DIRECTOR, is ſuch, and they preſs ſo 


hard, every one expecting to be preferr'd before 


another, that I doubt "twill hardly be poſſible 
to avoid giving Offence to ſome ; however, as 
T am reſolved to act with the utmoſt Impartia- 
lity, I ſhall rake all poſſible Care to talk of 
the moſt important and ſignificant Things firſt; 
leaving ſmaller and leſs weighty Subjects to 
follow in their Order. This Method, I hope, 
no Body can object againſt ; and *ris upon this 
Foot that J think, when I talk of Matters of 
State, I mult enter into the great and celebrated 
Diſpute about the moſt proper Regulations, for 
catching of Flies; OEconomy of an Hoſpital, 
or Charitable Fund, tor the better Government 
of Fools; getting Charters and Incorporations 
tor eſtabliſhing and regulating the Society % 
Ballad-Singers, and the like: As to the leſs 
weighty and leſs ſolid Matters of State and Go- 
vernment, ſuch as preſerving the publick Peace; 
ſettling the Ballance of Europe abroad, and the 
Ballance of Parties at home; managing the Re- 


venue; raiſing new Funds; preparing new Mat- 
ters for the Meeting of the Parliament, and pre- 
paring a new Parliament for thoſe new Mat- 
ters, and the like; as alſo the Conduct of the 
Miniſters of State; the Peace of the Church ö | 


| att. the »- hed - _ 


and the Diſputes between the Learned upon 
Matters of Doctrine; ſuch Trifles as theſe I 
ſhall refer to a Time of leſs Hurry and Buſi- 
= Fe 
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In like Manner, when I am acting in the 


Sphere of Trade, namely, when I am entring 


upon Projects, Companies, Stocks, Paper Cre- 


dit, Royal Bank and other effential Branches of 
Commerce'I ſhall begin according to Method, 


and treat of the moſt ſignificant Things in the 
firſt Place, For Example, I ſhall firſt treat as 


| elaborately as my Talent will permit, of the Art 
and Myſtery of making Ducks and Drakes with 
our Money; then I ſbal! give the Hiſtory and 


Antiquity of the nowned Game of Span Far- 


thing; alſo a Mathematical Diſcription of a 
Bear Skin; with a Liſt of ſome of the beſt Ma- 


ſters in the new Invention ot blowing and 


catching Bubbles, and of ſome ot thoſe that teach 
it according to the lateſt and beſt Method 


Indeed I have had ſome Thoughts of publiſh- 
ing three large Volumes in Folio, which I have 


had lying ſome time, and perhaps I may dom 
ſelf the Honour to inſcribe them to my moſt 
learned Friend, Caſe Billingſly Eſq. on which 

Occaſion I may expect to the Comfort of a poor | 


Author a very handſome Preſent in Stock, at 
310. | | x; 


| As to the leſs Valued Points now on the a ] 
Anvil, ſuch as the Riſing or Falling of the Sl |; 
Sea Stock, the Queſtion whether the Sourh Sea 


Company are a Benefit or an Injury to Trade 


in general? The Conduct of the DIRECT- 


ORS in that particular Affair, and the juſt 


Diſtinctions needtul to be made between an 


honeſt 


\ 


- 
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honeſt Undertaking, and a Set of knaviſh Un- 
dertakers; or ' between the well laying of a | 
Scheme, and the ill managing of it; theſe, how- _ 
ever they relate to my Deſign, and may perhaps 
be the principal Part of it, muſt wait till they 
are called: Again, another frivolous Thing, 
called, The Fall of Credit, and the great Queſ- 
tion, What Method mult be taken, or, whether 
any Method can be taken to reſtore it, when it 
is fallen; alſo the Breaking of Bankers, Hollow- 
Blades, and Traders in Stock; the Neceſſity and 
Uſefulneſs of the Wrir, called, Scire facias, and 
the Puniſhment, called, a Præmium. Theſe, and 
other Things ot like Indifterence, may be touch- 
ed at afterwards, or not touched, at all, as 
Leiſure and Importunity may preſent. 75 
In the mean Time I have a nice Queſtion to 
propound to my learned Readers, and which I 
believe, may give them great Scope to Philoſo- 
phize upon, and conſequently while they are 
uzzling themſelves, and which is worſe 
puzzling the very Queſtion it ſelf, I may be at 
Leiſure to find them work for ſome more. 
My fiſt Enquiry, which Icall a ice Queſtion, 
is in what Part of the Agency of Nature lye the 
Secret Wheels of Retrograde Motion. And by 
what unknown Powers do Things move, when 
the World ſtands with the Bottom upwards? 
The Laws of Nature we know are, eſpecially 
ſome of them, intricate and unintelligible, but in 
all Caſes thar we have yet ſearched into; we 
find them ſteady and maſterly; that they are 
overn'd by a moſt exact Sovereignty, and 4 
regular Hand ;-that Conſequences are obedient 
to their Cauſes and that the ſame Cauſes are, 


I gentrally ſpeaking, directly tending to the ſame 
| Conſequences : But, ſince we ſee in the World 
|| new Phanomena riſe up every Day, and that 
the Springs and Motions ſeem to be acted by 
Prineiples differing from theſe which we call 
Natural it will be a very uſeful Diſcovery to 


have the Secret primum Mobile of theſe Unac- 


countables accounted for. . 7-19 
But beſides, by a full Anſwer to this Queſti- 
on, we ſhould ſolve ſome other very impor- 
tant Difficulties, which are elſe like to remain 
Secrets to the End of this Generation, if not to 

the : of the Whride:! 1 
For Example Firſt, we ſhould. then be fully in- 
form'd how it came to paſs in the Beginning of 
the late Combuſtions of the Ally, when the Chaos 
of Things there began firſt to jumble together, 
and move towards the Formation of ſeveral 
Species called Stocks, that according to the larn- 
ed Old Woman, Dr. Byfield, the Longheaded Men 
loſt the Money and the Head-long Men got 

1 7 * | | 

Secondly, We ſhould then uuderſtand how it 
comes to be ſo conſtant a Cuſtom among the So- 
cieties which 1 am ſpeaking of, that when 
weighty Affairs happen to be before them, the 
Knaves generally talk, and the honeſt Men hold 

their Tongues. | : oo nn 
And, Laſtly, We ſhould learn, to the great 
Improvement of our Underſtanding, what natu- 
ral Cauſe can be aſſigned, why when any Miſ- 
chief happens to be propoſed, or ſet on Foot in 
any Coutt of Canary Birds, I don't mean of DI- 
RECTORS, it often, and always almoſt falls 
out, that Four proves more than Twenty; 

{ * . 5 _ where» 


. 


whereas, if any Thing very honeſt, jult, 1 


ful, and for the publick Advantage of the Soci- 
eties, is propoſed, thoſe Things are never carried 
but by a plain Majority, and ſometimes hardly 
obtained that Way neither. 

Theſe and many other Things we ſhould be 
better acquainted with than we are now, if 
the firſt and molt weighty Queſtion above may 
be ſolv'd. I am obliged to preſs my Fr iend- 
ly Readers to take ſome Pains about it, 
promiſing that if, after all their Endeavonrs, 
they ſhould be obliged to return it IGNO- 
RAMUS, I ſhall take ſome Way to make the 


Diſcovery my ſelf. 


THE 


DIRECTOR 


W. 
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Odpopuli! Tifſen all, hitherumque venite. 


F 


have many a Tale to tell, but have long been at 
"4 a Loſs = Language to tell it in, and by what 
Method to make it be underſtood ; whether by 
_ Parable, by Alluſion, by Hieroglyphick, or by Hiſtorical 
Table; nor am I yet reſoly'd, you muſt take it as it 


Da bitur in hac bora. 


Like Batholomewy Fair in the City of London, or like the 
Fair de St. Germains, at the City of Paris, ſo you may 
imagine, if you pleaſe, that an open Fair was proclaimed 
by Authority, in a certain City where I happen'd to 
come, in the Courſe of my Travels, the laſt Time that 
I was at the World in the Moon; and that the followin 
Obſervations preſented themſelves to my View, which 
. | C 2 | thought 


{...20) } 

thought worth Communication for the Sake of the Socie- 
ty, and fo pray give Attention to my Tale. | 5 
The Fair was no ſooner open'd, but there appear'd, as 
is uſual on ſach Occaftons, innùmmerable Sets of Puppet 


Shows, Morice Dancer, Tiunipeters, Tipp ling Shops, and 


other BUBBLE $, which open'd their Funnels (Books) 
in every Street, making Proclamation of what they had 


to ſhow, and ſetting oy Bills at every P----g Poſt, for 


the Information of the People. 5 | | 
Add to theſe, that there were likewiſe Raffling Shops, 


Lottery Boards, Gaming Tables, &c. in abundance accor- 


ding to the Laudable Practice of the Cloyſter and ad ja- 
cent Places in our Bartholomew Fair, and that theſe were 
generally kept in the Alleys, and adjoyning Coffee-Hou- 
les, in the principal Part of the ſaid City. Theſe Ra- 
ing Shops, &c. were plentifully ſupply'd with Bites, 
Sharpers, Pick-Pockets, and various Sorts of Cheats, and 
Thieves, who atted their Part to the Life, exactly accor- 
ding to the Pattern of our Weſt Smithfield Aſſemblies, 
Ec. tho' rather ſomething the worſe of the two, 
Beſides thoſe ſmall Crowds of Actors and Mimicks, ſe- 
veral Companies-vf Comedians erected Booths in the open- 
Fair; as particularly, firſt at the Weſt End of the Fair 
was a Booth for the ſpreading innumerable Water Bub- 


bles before the Eyes of the Cuſtomers ; impoſing upon 


the Sight, making thoſe Bubbles which were but mere 
Water, appear like .Gold and Diamonds ; letting in the 
People to ſcramble for them, and catch them, as 
Things of great Value and Riches; but when they 


Were catch'd, and the People had ſpent their Money to 
come in, they found the Bubble break, and nothing re- 


main'd in their Hands but Froth and Emptineſs. Secondly, 
In another part of the Fair was a fine Show of Hollow 
Swords; ſo it ſeems they wrote upon the Outſide of their Booth, _ 
but like t he Farce they acted within, twas all a Cheat; 
for when you came in, 'twasa'a mere Gaming- board, 
where the three overgrown Sharpers keept the Bench, and 
made it their Buſineſs, firſt, ro draw Men into play, and 
when they were broke, then to lend them Money upon 
pawning their Eſtates (Stocks) to go and play again, by 
which they ruin'd a great many petty Gamſters, but at 
laft blew up — you may underſtand in the 
,,, ß TIRET 
„ . I There 
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There were alſo Booths in ſeveral remote parts of the 
Fair, ſome of which, if not all of them, were Licens d, 

bor pretended to be Licens d, by the Authority of the - 
City. So that in a Word, there was the fineſt Fair that 

ever was ſeen; and all the Lunar World crouded to ſee 
their Shows in ſuch a manner, that they even made their 
own Terms. and People gave whatever they. ask'd to 
be let in. Among the reſt there was a large Booth, the 
Actors in which were ſaid to be Old Women, but of thoſe 
hereafter. | e | 5 

It would be too. long for a Paper of this narrow Ex- 

tent, to give a Liſt of all the other Booths erected in 
this Fair; much more, of all the Puppet-Shows, Jugglers, 

Nope- dancers, Conjurers, Fire-eaters, Lottery-Shops, Rafling+ 
houſes, and all Sorts of Adimicks, as of the Fools, þidlers 
Merry-Andreaus with divers Sorts of Bites, Cheats, Over - 
re achings, and Under. reachings, let up there, and employ'd 

for the Diverſion of their Cuſtomers, and drawing Peo- 
ple to the Fair. | | „ - 

hut it is to be obſerved, that there:was one Great Capi- 
ral Booth, ſet up in the Middle of the Fair, bigger and 
more ſpacious than all the reſt put together, ſo that it 

was to them as a Cathedral Church among the little 

Pariſh Churches of a great City. It was erected by, or 

for the Ule of a n2w Company of Comedians, who, as they 

had a greater Stock to ſet up with, ſo they pretended they 


_ outdid all the other Booths, that they acted infinitely finer 
os than any of the other Companies of Comedians, and 


went. 


indeed. for a while they did ſo, It was true, they took 
a great Price for their Show, but then the Subſtance of 
their Comedy was infinitely more agreeable and enter- 
_ taining to the Audience; and every Body was perſuaded 
that they were not Cheats, as it appeard ſome of the 
other Societies were, bat that whoever went to ſee their 
Show, ſhould come away richer. and wiſer than they 
It was not to be wonder'd at then, that this took ex- 
ceedingly with the People; and that all the Town flock d 
to their Booth, for abo would not be willing to gain Money 
and Wiſdom both together? So that they got immenſe Sums 
of Money every Day; and that which was a Conſequence 
of their becoming popular, was, that the PEE or 
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Sharers in the Company's Stock, for it was dvided into 
ſeveral Hands,* began to grow very rich alfo, and the 
Shares were ſold and transferr'd from one to another at a 
very great Price, being eagerly bought up by Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, Merchants and others, as well abroad as at 
Home: Nay they were bought by Ladies, Clergymen, 
Tradeſmen, and in a Word, by every Body that had 
Money or Credit to Spare, Or not to Spare, 1 
This Company of Comedians was call'd in the Lan- 
puage of the Moon, by an old Dutch like Name, ſomething 
ike what they call the Fiſher-Men of Nerth Holland, 
IUYDER-7E E-ME N, and the ZUYDER-ZE E-HUYS 
perhaps from the great Inland Sea in Holland, which 
the Dutch call the zuUuyDER-zE E, or the Southern 
Sea, and which reaches from the Texel to Amſterdam. or 
perhaps ſome other Original: it matters not much. 

The Succeſs of the Booth, and the exquiſite Manner 
in which the Comedians perform'd, was not only the 
Wonder and Surprize of all the Lunar World, but it be- 
came the Envy of it, as it was the Standard for Act- 
ing to all other Comedains in the Fair; and all of 
them fell into the Zuyderzee-Men's Method of Acting, 
borrowed from their Schemes, aped their way of Work- 
ing: And, in ſhort, ſome of theſe Up-ſtart Mountebank 
Actors began to grow popular, and to draw in great 
Numbers to their Booths, and that without regarding 
how ſimply and weakly they perform'd, for the Audience 
do not always judge by the real Merit of Things in 
the Lunar World, any more than they do in this, but 
run away with Outſides, and Jadge by Appearances, till 

they are brought to their Underftandings at their own 
Expence, and ſo it was here. | | 5 

How theſe Mimicks, for ſo they may be juſtly call'd 
went on, to what Height they advanced, how they even 
rival'd the Zuyder-zee-Maen, and greatly injur'd them, 
and how the Zuyder-zee-Men at laſt overthrew them all. 
but got no great 1 by the Victory being ſorely 
- wounded in the Battle: all this _ Matter of Hiſtory 

muſt be adjourned to a further Relation, 


